


Safety First

Hertfordshire-based Quick Switch (UK) Ltd have unveiled a new quick-hitch safety-pin
warning device that could save the lives of operators working around excavators fitted with

semi-automatic quick hitches

ollowing a spate of accidents and
four fatal incidents between
December 2006 and November
2007, all of which involved
semi-automatic quick hitches, the Health
and Safety Executive called for European
mobile manufacturers to cease
production and supply of semi-automatic
hitches on new machinery from
| October 2008,

The ‘ban’, however, is not
retrospective, leaving tens of thousands
of quick couplers still in active use on
UK construction, demolition and quarry
sites. So, why has the HSE not banned all
semi-automatic quick-hitch mechanisms
on existing machinery?

‘Because they are mechanically safe,
provided they are used correctly,
explained Howard Button, chief
executive of the National Federation of
Demolition Contractor (NFDC).‘The
semi-automatic hitch is not the problem;
it's down to operator misuse.

Indeed, according to HSE statistics,
‘approximately |13% of all accidents
investigated on excavators are attributed
to the bucket detaching from a quick-
hitch and injuring a ground
worker...However, there may be many
more dangerous occurrences that occur
when a bucket detaches unintentionally
from the hitch, but without injury
because no one is underneath at the

Sensor in situ without pin inserted
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The sensor in linked to @ warning unit inside the cab

time. This means that quick hitch failures There remains a similar concern over
are relatively common, although injuries some of the more advanced automatic
are less so’ hitches as mud, rubble and other
Despite this major finding, the HSE contaminants can block the locking
identifies semi-automatic quick hitches as  latches, making them potentially as unsafe
the common cause for buckets and as their semi-automatic cousins. There is
attachments becoming unexpectedly also the issue of automatic hitches
detached from mobile equipment. discouraging operators from interacting
Instead, it approves the use of manual with their machines, as this instils a
and automatic quick-hitches, but not culture of ‘staying in the cab’, which
everyone in the industry is convinced. could lead to potential safety hazards.
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